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Apartheid’s
most danger-
ous threat. ...

n the last few weeks lead-
ing up to the 23 anniver-
sary (10 April 2016) of the
cowardly assassination of
comrade Chris Hani who was
the General-Secretary of the
South African Communist Party
(SACP), leading member of the
National Executive Committee
(NEC) of the African National
Congress (ANC) and former
Chief of Staff of uMkhonto we
Sizwe (MK) Polish Janusz
Waluz the assassin was grant-
ed parole by a High Court. This
move was roundly disapproved
because Waluz, was unrepent-
ant and had not made a full
disclosure surrounding the cir-
cumstances of the death of
comrade Chris Hani. In a twist
of fate of the very basis of their
grounds for the cowardly as-
sassination of the comrade
Chris Hani, Waluz and Clive
Derby-Lewis who were sen-
tenced to death, benéefitted
from the constitution they
sought to stop, when their sen-
tences were commuted to life
imprisonment, and now again
are beneficiary of the demo-
cratic constitution through a
High Court order, ordering
Waluz'’s release on parole.
Against this background, this
year's anniversary marking the
brutal kiling of comrade Chris

Hani assumes an even greater
significance in the midst of the
court ruling and the subse-
quent filing of opposing papers
by the state, comrade Limpho
Hani and the SACP. The strug-
gle to get to the bottom and to
uncover the entire circumstanc-
es of the cowardly assassina-
tion of comrade Chris Hani has
become even more pertinent.

...this year’s anni-
versary marking
the brutal killing of
comrade Chris
Hani assumes an
even greater sig-
nificance in the
midst of the court
ruling...

The role of various groups, in-
dividuals and in particular the
military intelligence at that time
is crucial to ensure that the
truth about the assassination of
comrade Chris Hani is re-
vealed. It will be crucial for the
SACP to continue to play its
crucial role in the struggle to
ensure that the second phase
of our revolution will indeed
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benefit the working class and
poor in the main. Therefore,
the policies and programmes of
the Party in this period should
seek to reflect the attainment of
the ideals for which Hani, Slovo
and many others laid down
their lives for, in the struggle for
a non-racist, non-sexist, united,
democratic and ultimately a so-
cialist South Africa.

In Gauteng huge marches
have been held in demonstrat-
ing displeasure at the obtuse
application of the law and dis-
regard of the very basics that
constructed the democratic
breakthrough that took place
and called for Waluz to spill the
beans and come clean on the
murder.

What is at the core of this High
Court ruling is the interpretation
of the constitutional-basis of
the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC). The TRC
rejected their substantive rep-
resentation that, theirs was a
political act inspired by the
goals of the then Conservative
Party. The TRC effectively
ruled that comrade Chris Hani
was assassinated by right-wing
extremists who were apparent-
ly acting independently. Unfor-
tunately, the TRC didn’t expose
who exactly were involved in
terms of the organisations,
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roups and individuals involved
in the assassination. This is
why we were happy that Derby-
Lewis and Janusz Waluz didn’t
get amnesty because they did-
n’t tell it all. The former leading
proponents of the hated apart-
heid racist regime still have to
tell about their role in the cow-
ardly murder of comrade Chris
Hani. The regime at the time
was staunchly anti-communist
and it didn’t matter what com-
rade Chris Hani said, they had
to “root out” this communist!
The regime thought by Kkilling
comrade Chris Hani they were
sniffing out communism as a
political ideology in our country,
and that they were snuffing out
communists!
Comrade Chris Hani was prob-
ably the most influential leader
of the national liberation move-
ment at a very crucial period of
the struggle. In his own words,
‘In 1961 | joined the under-
ground South African Com-
munist Party as | realised that
national liberation, though es-
sential, would not bring about
total economic liberation. My
decision to join the Party was
influenced by such greats of
our struggle like Govan Mbeki,
Bram Fischer, JB Marks, Mo-
ses Kotane, Ray Simons,
etc.” (My Life — an autobiog-
raphy,1991). He was chief of
staff of MK, the armed wing of
the national liberation move-
ment and fought for 25 years in
Southern  African liberation
struggles, from Zimbabwe to
Angola. He built the ANC un-
derground in South Africa hav-
ing spent lengthy periods of ex-
ile in Lesotho.
At the time of unbanning of the
national liberation movement
on the 02" of February 1990,
comrade Chris Hani returned to
South Africa and became a
charismatic and popular speak-

er in townships and villages
across the country. Together
with Joe Slovo, Hani was con-
sidered and portrayed as the
most dangerous threat in the
eyes of South Africa’s extreme
right-wing.  The  apartheid
regime’s anti-communism
stance provide basis for the ex-
treme right-wing and other ele-
ments to cast both the Party
and its leading cadres as the
most dangerous threats to their
existence.

Even though the apartheid re-
gime and its imperialist backers
had thought that with the de-
mise of Eastern European

The regime at the
time was staunch-
ly anti-communist
and it didn’t matter

what comrade
Chris Hani said,
they had to “root
out” this com-
munist!

communism and the fall of the
Berlin wall, Marxism-Leninism
would be on the retreat in
South Africa, but the Party was
more popular and its leaders
more prominent in the ANC
and the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (COSATU),
but under threat. “The armed
struggle”, he had maintained,
“...has brought about the pre-
sent crisis of apartheid,” he
wrote when he returned to
South Africa.

In 1993 the apartheid regime
and system, its backers and
various elements lashed out in
defeat to assassinate comrade
Chris Hani, one of the principal
architects of the victory, in or-
der to stem its losses and sab-
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otage the settlement for ending
apartheid colonialism. The

apartheid regime blamed com-
rade Chris Hani, more than any
other single individual for its
demise. Comrade Chris Hani
had risen to such stature, that
his death was not only a blow
to the revolutionaries within the
ANC, the Alliance, SACP, and
MK, but it hit the whole country.
Our view is that it was a
planned plot. Leading up to his
cowardly assassination, there
was this low-intensity warfare
that was going on and this pro-
jection of what comrade Chris
Hani stood for (together with a
warped  authoritarian  anti-
communism) was building up
these emotions against com-
munism in general, and against
comrade Chris Hani in particu-
lar. This build-up didn’t only
come from the internal reac-
tionary forces. The West was
projecting comrade Chris Hani
as that, whether it was the
American press, the British
press, or the CIA. The kind of
things that would be said about
comrade Chris Hani generated
this anti-Hani phobia.

Comrade Chris Hani had cam-
paigned feverishly and tireless-
ly for the SACP in the working
class areas around the country,
seeking to redefine its place as
a national political party within
the SA polity. In fact “during
this period the SACP was do-
ing better than the ANC, espe-
cially amongst the youth who
had no real experiences of the
pre-apartheid era and no com-
mitment to the democratic ide-
als of the more moderate Nel-
son Mandela,” according to the
Daily Telegraph.

Comrade Chris Hani’s assassi-
nation came at a crucial time
for South Africa. It is a well-
known fact that the SACP at
the time was on the brink of
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gaining significant status as an
independent political party.
Thus, the goal of building an
independent agile in terms of
the goals of the Medium Term
Vision (MTV) and the South
African Road to Socialism is
critical. The independent pro-
file of the Party is the most sig-
nificant assurance of the strug-
gle for the attainment of social-
ism in our country.

Comrade Chris Hani once said
(in response to a question re-
lating to Codesa); “We are a
party of the working class. So
we want our focus to be on the
working class. We don’t want
the interests of the working
class to be marginalised in the
course of negotiations. We

must ensure that the workers
actually play a role and that
their aspirations are articulated

The independent
profile of the Party
is the most signifi-
cant assurance of

the struggle for
the attainment of
socialism in our
country.

in the course of negotiations.
We are going to be playing our
role together with the ANC and
COSATU. We will strategize
together. We will support the

Progressive
consumer
Iaws by Allister Jack

prii month in the
South African Com-
munist Party calendar
is traditionally where
comrades of the alliance cele-
brate the life and times of our
late General Secretary Cde
Chris Hani. This year it we will
be 23 years of celebrating the
life and times of Cde Chris
Hani, a true revolutionary com-

mander, freedom fighter and
organic intellectual, loved by
many people throughout our
country. In an interview with
Luli Callinicos at the
SACP Offices, Rissik Street, Jo
hannesburg, March 1993, Cde
Chris Hani had the following to
say: "Now | had seen the lot
of black workers, extreme for

ms of exploitation. Slave wag-
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positions of the ANC because
we have been part of the for-
mulation of these positions. At
the same time, we want to es-
tablish our right as an inde-
pendent political formation to
participate at the talks.”

In honour to the memory and
legacy of comrade Chris Hani,
we should build a strong, agile
and independent communist
party that will articulate the as-
pirations of the working class
and play its historic role in ad-
vancing, deepening and con-
solidating the NDR - this is the
shortest route to socialism!

Cde Chris Matlhako is a Cen-
tral Committee and Politburo
Member of the SACP

trade
ion rights, and for me the app

es, no un-
eal of socialism was ex-
tremely great. Where it was
said that workers create wealt
h but in the final analy-
sis they get noth-
ing. They get peanuts in or-
der to survive and continue wor
king for the capitalists. So it
was that simple ap-



Voice of the Proletariat

proach, that simple understand
ing, which was a product of my
own observation in addition to
theory.

| didn't get involved with the
workers' struggle out of the-
ory alone. It was a combinati
on of theory and my own cl-
ass background. | never fal-
tered in my belief in socialism
despite all the problems cur-
rently. For me that belief is str
ong because that is still the life
of the maijority of the people wi
th whom | share a common ba
ckground."

The SACP from its establish-
ment as the CPSA in 1921,
had adopted the program of
socialism and over the years
the Party had launched differ-
ent campaigns and all SACP
General Secretaries over the
years interacted with all
spheres of society to make
sure the campaigns are a suc-
cess. One such campaign is
the Financial Sector Coalitian
Campaign (FSCC) where the
SACP and civil society work
together on a lot of consumer
education campaigns all over
the country. As Cde Chris Hani
had observed at that time the
problems of the proletariat and
peasants shortcomings in soci-
ety and workplace, the reality
is that it's still today the prob-
lem.

As members of the SACP we
use this media platform as a
medium of education to our
members and supporters out
there as Cde Chris Hani also
did to engage with members
and communities in his time as
a progressive leader of the
SACP and of the tripartite alli-
ance. In this edition | would like
to focus on the Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 2008 (CPA). The
preamble to the CPA recogniz-
es that apartheid and discrimi-

natory laws have resulted in
“‘unacceptably high levels of
poverty, illiteracy and other
forms of social and economic
inequality” and there is there-
fore a need to develop the
means to assist historically dis-
advantaged individuals in real-
izing their full participation as
consumers. In addition, the
need to develop the means to
protect the interests of all con-
sumers, as well as to “give ef-
fect to internationally recog-
nized consumer rights,” is also

I didn't get involv-
ed with the work-
ers' strug-
gle out of theo-
ry alone. It was
a combination of
theory and my
own class back-
ground.

acknowledged.

How does the CPA protect the
consumer in South Africa?
Fundamental consumer rights
in terms of the consumer pro-
tection act:

Chapter 2 of the CPA sets out
nine fundamental consumer
rights: equality in the consumer
market; the right to privacy; the
right to choose; the right to dis-
closure and information; the
right to fair and responsible
marketing; the right to fair and
honest dealing; the right to fair,
just and reasonable terms and
conditions; the right to fair val-
ue, good quality and safety;
and the right to hold the suppli-
er accountable. A brief over-
view of these rights is as fol-
lows:

The right of equality in the con-

Kimberley District 5

April 2016

sumer market:

In terms of Section 8, busi-
nesses must not unfairly dis-
criminate against consumers
on the grounds set out in the
South  African  Constitution
(Republic of South Africa,
1996, Section 9), such as race,
gender, disability, age and
pregnancy.

Business is not allowed to un-
fairly exclude any person from
access to goods or services or
grant anyone exclusive access;
unfairly supply different quality
of goods or services to con-
sumers or unfairly charge dif-
ferent prices for any goods or
services. Unfairly excluding
certain communities or market
segments, or targeting certain
communities or market seg-
ments, is also prohibited.
These provisions do not imply
that businesses may not differ-
entiate between different con-
sumers or groups of consum-
ers. The CPA makes excep-
tions for certain cases that may
be viewed as fair discrimina-
tion, such as refusing to supply
a minor with any particular
goods or services without con-
sent from the parent or guardi-
an (Section 9).

The consumer’s right to priva-
cy:

The use of technology to mar-
ket goods or services, such as
the cell phone or even the tele-
phone, could infringe on the
consumer’s privacy or the time
chosen to market such goods
or services, could be unrea-
sonable. The Act therefore
places certain restrictions on
direct marketing. “Direct mar-
keting” is defined as approach-
ing the consumer in person, by
mail or electronic communica-
tions for the purpose of pro-
moting or offering goods or
services or for requesting a do-
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nation (Section 1). Section 11
of the Act gives the consumer
the right to restrict unwanted
marketing by refusing to accept
such marketing, by requesting
that it be discontinued or by pre
-emptively blocking such com-
munication. The consumer who
has been approached for the
purpose of direct marketing
may demand that the person
responsible for such direct mar-
keting, desist from any further
communication. To protect the
privacy of consumers, Section
12 also prohibits direct market-
ing at the consumer's home
during certain days, dates, pub-
lic holidays or times of the day
which are prescribed by the
Minister responsible for con-
sumer protection matters.
The consumer’s right
choose:

The consumer has the right to
choose in respect of the follow-
ing: 1. Right to select suppliers:
Supplier may sometimes make
it a condition of the contract, for
instance when buying some-
thing, that the consumer has to
buy other goods or services, or
enter into additional agree-
ments, or agree to buy any
goods from other businesses or
persons. This is also referred to
as “bundling.” These conditions
are prohibited in terms of Sec-
tion 13 unless the supplier can
show that the bundling is con-
venient or cost effective for the
consumer. 2. Rights relating to
expiry or renewal of fixed-term
agreements: Consumers could
be liable to unreasonable pen-
alties or charges if they choose
to cancel a contract before ex-
piry. The Act now prohibits
such practice (Section 14). The
consumer has a right to cancel
before expiry and may be liable
to a reasonable cancellation
penalty. 3. Right to pre-

to

authorization of repair or
maintenance: Suppliers may
not charge consumers for re-
pairs or maintenance unless
the consumer was supplied
with an estimate and the con-
sumer has authorized the work
(Section 15). 4. Right to cooling
-off period in the case of direct
marketing: Where the goods
are sold by direct marketing,
the consumer has a cooling-off
period of five business days to
cancel the agreement (Section

Suppliers may
not charge con-
sumers for re-
pairs or mainte-
nance unless the
consumer was
supplied with an
estimate and the
consumer has
authorized the
work.

16). 5. Right to cancel advance
reservations or booking: The
consumer has the right to can-
cel advance reservations or
bookings (Section 17). Suppli-
ers may impose a reasonable
charge for cancellation. 6.
Right to choose or examine
goods: When the consumer
buys from open stock, he or
she may select or reject any
item (Section 18). 7. Rights in
respect of delivery of goods or
supply of services: It is an im-
plied condition of every con-
tract for the supply of goods or
services, that the seller agrees
to deliver the goods or services
at the agreed place and time,
at his own cost and that the risk
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in the goods remains with the
seller until delivered to the con-
sumer (Section 19). The parties
may agree to change these
terms. 8. Right to return goods:
The consumer will have the
right to return the goods and
claim a full refund in the follow-
ing cases: where the agree-
ment arose out of direct mar-
keting and the consumer has
cancelled; where the customer
did not have an opportunity to
examine the goods before de-
livery and has rejected delivery;
and where the goods are un-
suitable for the purpose intend-
ed and the supplier was aware
of that (Section 20).

Right to fair and honest deal-
ing:

Certain acts which are regard-
ed as “unconscionable con-
duct,” are disallowed by Sec-
tion 40. The supplier is not al-
lowed to use physical force
against the consumer, coer-
cion, undue influence, pres-
sure, duress or harassment,
unfair tactics or similar conduct
in marketing, concluding the
contract or claiming the return
of goods. For instance, where
the consumer who defaults,
signs a voluntary repossession
declaration under duress, this
would be invalid. The supplier
must not take advantage of the
consumer’s physical or mental
disability, illiteracy, ignorance,
inability to understand the lan-
guage of the contract or any
other similar factor. In the mar-
keting of goods or services, the
supplier must not use false or
misleading representations, ex-
aggerations, innuendo or ambi-
guity relating to a material fact
concerning the contract
(Section 41 (1)).

Prohibited transactions, terms
or conditions:

In order to ensure that busi-
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nesses do not include terms
that are unfair or not in keep-
ing with ethical business prac-
tices, certain provisions in an
agreement between business-
es and consumers would be
invalid in terms of Section 51
of the CPA. These include:
terms that defeat the purpose
of the Act; terms that mislead
or deceive the consumer;
terms that result in the con-
sumer waiving his/her rights;
terms that exempts business-
es from liability for any loss as
a result of gross negligence on
the part of the business; terms
that bind the consumer into
entering into another agree-

ment; and terms that require
the consumer to forfeit any
money.

Right to fair value, good quality
and safety:

In the past consumers some-
times received goods or ser-
vices where the value or quali-
ty was questionable. In other
cases performance was not on
time or safety standards were
not met. The CPA therefore
provides for protection of the
consumer in this respect. Con-
sumers are entitled to timely
performance and completion
of those services, and timely
notice of unavoidable delays.
They also have a right to per-

Omnipotent
legend.........

n Aprii 10, each
year, the South Afri-
can Communist Par-
ty and the Young
Communist League celebrates
the life and times of Cde Chris
Thembisile Hani. He was a he-
ro of the people. When we cel-
ebrate the life and times of
Chris Hani we celebrate a life
and time of a people’s hero
and not a counter revolution-
ary.
Even before he was murdered,
Hani was an omnipotent leg-
end in the liberation movement.
As the chief of staff of Umkhon-
to we Sizwe, he was the epito-
me of militant and selfless

struggle. This gave him an al-
most mythical aura, particularly
among the youth, while the
ANC and SACP were banned.
His murder by right-wing ex-
tremists in April 1993, at a time

He was a hero of
the people.

when the country was in the
midst of crucial political negoti-
ations and rampant political vi-
olence, turned him into a mar-
tyr.

Allow me to quote comrade
Chris Hani: “The perks of a
new government are not really
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formance of the services in a
manner and quality that a per-
son is generally entitled to ex-
pect, taking into account the
circumstances of the supply
and the specific criteria and
terms agreed upon (Section 54
(1))-

In memory of comrade Chris
Hani: let us educate our com-
munities about our progressive
consumer laws that protect
them from imperialist exploita-
tion.

Cde Allister Jack is the SACP
Northern Cape 1% Deputy Pro-
vincial Secretary

appealing to me. Everybody
would like to have a good job,
a good salary...but for me that
is not the all of struggle. What
is important is the continuation
of the struggle...the real prob-
lems of the country are not
whether one is in Cabinet...but
what we do for social upliftment
of the working masses of our
country.”

The valuable contributions that
Comrade Chris Hani and Com-
rade Solomon Mahlangu made
was without benefits from our
government. Key amongst the
message in his honour is that
young people must safeguard
the hard-won South African de-
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mocracy. We are convinced,
as the YCLSA, that young peo-
ple should be persuaded to
vote ANC as it is the only polit-
ical organisation with a plan to
improve the lives of all South
Africans notwithstanding the
challenges that faces our soci-
ety and young people in partic-
ular, unemployment, poverty
and skills. Young people need
revolutionary  consciousness
like Chris Hani

Fidel Castro correctly called
the development of revolution-
ary consciousness as the im-
petus of any revolution. This is
a call to young people to re-
main faithful to the principles
and to the fundamental cause
of this struggle and what we
have achieved so far in the
name of Chris Hani. This
shows us, to a certain extent
that corporate capture/state
capture in the movement is an
essentially political problem,
and it feeds faction and its
handlers.

We need to remain committed
to our revolutionary ethos as
espoused by Comrade Chris
Hani to fight imperialism in all
its manifestation.

We will not shout hurrahs or
proclaim here our solidarity
with this or that people in our
struggle who stand to auction
the organization to the highest
bidder. Our presence in itself
should be a cry of condemna-
tion of imperialism and a proof
of solidarity with all peoples

DAY OF MOURNING

who speaks against imperial-
ism in our movement. We firm-
ly believe that the best proof
we can give of our anti-
imperialist position and of our

our lifetime

( )Soci;lisfm ml

active solidarity with our com-
rades in this common struggle
is to return to our branches, to
further develop programmes
against this struggle and to re-
main faithful to the principles
and objectives of national liber-

Young people
need revolution-
ary conscious-
ness like Chris
Hani.

ation and its growth moving
forward.

Young people, the significance
of political education cannot be
overemphasised, particularly in
this period of heightened ideo-
logical contestation. Political
training is not only significant
for building consciousness but
also to ensure all round cadre
development. The ideological

REMEME
F » ) i []
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deficiency, not to say the total
lack of ideology, within the na-
tional liberation movements —
which is basically due to igno-
rance of the historical reality
which these movements claim
to transform — constitutes one
of the greatest weaknesses of
our struggle against imperial-
ism, if not the greatest weak-
ness of all. We believe, howev-
er, that a sufficient number of
different experiences has al-
ready been accumulated to
enable us to define a general
line of thought and action with
the aim of eliminating this defi-
ciency and serve our masses
with distinctions.

Comrade Chris Hani said:
“Socialism is not about big
concepts and heavy theory.
Socialism is about decent shel-
ter for those who are home-
less. It is about water for those
who have no safe drinking wa-
ter. It is about healthcare, it is
about a life of dignity for the
old. It is about overcoming the
huge divide between urban
and rural areas. It is about a
decent education for all our
people. Socialism is about roll-
ing back the tyranny of the
market. As long as the econo-
my is dominated by an une-
lected, privileged few, the case
for socialism will exist.”

Cde Modise Letselebe is the
YCLSA District Secretary of
the Parks Leburu District

FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE
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Fighter,

revolu-

tionary, soldier
for peace. o

Extracts of the address by free.

ANC President, Nelson
Rolihlahla Mandela, at the fu-
neral of Chris Hani.

19 April 1993, FNB Stadium,
Soweto.

We have all come together to
pay our last respects to the
one of the greatest revolution-
aries this country has ever
known.

Sabalele, in Cofimvaba district,
is a place well known to me.
Not for its beauty, but for its
harshness. No running water.
No electricity. No decent hous-
ing. Inadequate health care.
Little formal education. Yet this
small, virtually unknown village
produced a Chris Hani, whose
life shook the whole country
and impacted on the world’s
stage.

Chris Hani’s passion for jus-
tice, for addressing the prob-
lems that plague the rural
poor, were rooted in his child-
hood in Sabalele. His roots
were so deep, so true, that he
never lost them.

Through three decades of ex-
ile Chris Hani remained stead-
fast in his commitment to free
our people from bondage.

He was taken to our hearts, as
a people, as a nation, because
he lived so that we may be

Chris Hani touched the very
heart of millions of us because
he knew our pain, and eased it
by giving us hope, giving us
courage, giving us a way for-
ward.

Chris Hani loved life, and lived
it to the full. But he loved free-
dom more.

Chris Hani loved our people,
our organisations, our South
African nation, and for that
love he was brutally murdered.
By killing Chris Hani the mur-
derers made a fatal error, for
he will not become just anoth-
er statistic.

The regime has announced
the arrest of a leading member
of the Conservative Party,
Clive Derby Lewis, in connec-
tion with this murder. We insist
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the
courts without delay. We de-
mand to know what he did,

he be brought before

who he worked with, and
above all we demand justice.
We do not want to see a situa-
tion where those arrested for
such heinous crimes simply go
free wants the hue and cry
dies down, as has happened
in the past.

In 1991, when we spoke of a
Third Force being responsible
for the violence, we were ridi-
culed and criticised by every-
one. Now both South Africa
and the world recognise not
only the existence of that
same Third Force, but also the
extent of its activities.

When Chris Hani criticised the
theft of weapons from the Air
Force Base, and said those
weapons were not stolen, but
were taken to be used in cov-
ert operations, he too was ridi-
culed. Guns from those same
stolen weapons were used to
Kill him.

The killing must stop!

A major initiative that Chris
Hani proposed shortly before
his death was that peace bri-
gades be established under
the National Peace Accord.

Let us pay tribute to his
memory by forming such
Peace Brigades throughout
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the country.

Let them be part of the recon-
struction of our country, rav-
aged by the war waged against
us over 45 years of apartheid
rule.

And nowhere has
this attitude of
seeing us as the
enemy been more
clearly demon-
strated than in
President De
Klerk’s actions
since the assassi-
nation of Chris
Hani.

His first response
was to call a
meeting of the
State Security
Council. His sec-
ond response was
to deploy 23,000 more troops,
telling white South Africans that
they had enough troops for
them to feel secure. But why
deploy troops against mourn-
ers?

They say we cannot control our
forces. We are not cattle to be
controlled. And we say to De
Klerk: it is your forces that lost
control and, completely unpro-
voked, shot innocent marchers
in Protea.

It is you who have allowed the
bully boy tactics of the AWB to
go unchallenged. We, the vic-
tims of violence, have been
blamed for the very acts that
take our lives. Yet you treat the
far right with kit gloves, allow-
ing them to publish hit lists
when it is a crime to do so.
Your police do not protect
marchers from gunmen who
mow them down, as in Van-
derbijlpark.

Black lives are cheap, and will
remain so as long as apartheid
continues to exist. And let there
be no mistake: there have been

many changes, and negotia-
tions have started, but for the
ordinary black person of this
country apartheid is alive and
well.

We want peace, but we are not

Of the highest
priority will be
the issues that
were closest to
the heart of Chris
Hani: the recon-
struction of
South Africa so
as to ensure that
apartheid is not
reformed, but up-
rooted in its en-
tirety.

pacifists. We are all militants.
We are all radicals. That is the
very essence of the ANC, for it
is a liberation movement
fighting for freedom for all our
people. It is our unceasing
struggles - in the prisons, in
mass campaigns, through the
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armed struggle that has

brought the regime to the nego-

tiating table. And those negoti-

ations are themselves a site of

struggle.

It is not a question of armed
struggle or negoti-

ations. Armed
struggle  brought
about negotia-

tions. It is precise-
ly because negoti-
ations will force
them to relinquish
power that certain
elements are re-
sorting to the cow-
ardly tactics of as-
sassinations.

This government
is illegitimate, un-
representative,
corrupt and unfit
to govern.

We want the immediate instal-
lation of a Transitional Execu-
tive Council with one purpose:
to ensure that free and fair
elections are held in the short-
est possible time.

Above all, we want an agreed
election date to be announced.
What does an election mean
for us?

A one-person, one vote elec-
tion, throughout South Africa -
and that includes the TBVC
states is, at this point in time
and given the gains we have
made, the shortest route to a
real transfer of power.

Such an election will produce a
government that, for the first
time in our long and arduous
struggle, will be a government
that represents the democratic
wishes of all South Africans.
For the first time in our history
an elected government will be
answerable to all the people.
That government will face tre-
mendous challenges.

South Africa will then, through
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radical opposition to apartheid,
be transformed into a united,
non-racial, democratic and non
-sexist country.

Of the highest priority will be
the issues that were closest to
the heart of Chris Hani: the re-
construction of South Africa so
as to ensure that apartheid is
not reformed, but uprooted in
its entirety.

In the interests of all our peo-
ple we will build national unity,
drawing on the wealth of our
human resources, the courage
and strength of all our people.
We want to build a nation free
from hunger, disease and pov-
erty, free from ignorance,
homelessness and humiliation,
a country in which there is
peace, security and jobs.
These achievements will be
living monuments to the heroes
like Chris Hani, who died
fighting for such a vision.
Speed is of the essence. We
want an end to white minority
rule now. We want an election
date now. We want to know
when we will have a govern-
ment of our choice that follows
a programme that is in the in-
terests of all the people of this
country.

Forward movement can no
longer be held hostage to nar-
row party political or even indi-
vidual interests. Freedom,
peace and stability can no
longer be postponed because
of selfish and sectarian goals.
We warn all who seek to im-
pose endless negotiations that
any further delay will discredit
the negotiation process itself
and place on the national
agenda the need for change by
other means.

It demands of all of us that we
act with real respect for human
life. It demands that those who
still occupy government office

end their ideas of reverting to
repression against our people.
The leadership of the ANC
draws its strength from you,
our people. Over the death of
Chris Hani you have shown

The leadership of

the ANC draws its

strength from you,
our people.

your determination, your cour-
age, your love of freedom.

Chris Hani has a very special
place in our hearts. But each
and every one of you is pre-

You laid down
your life so that
we may know free-
dom. No greater
sacrifice is possi-
ble.

cious to us. You are our peo-
ple, our pride and joy, our fu-
ture. We love you all. And we
want all of you to reach home
safely. When we leave here, let
us do so with the pride and dig-

We lay you to rest
with the pledge
that the day of

freedom you lived

and died for will
dawn.

nity of our nation. Let us not be
provoked.

The struggle is far from over.
You are our soldiers of peace,
our army for the elections that
will transform this country. Go
back to your homes, your re-
gions, and organise as never
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before. Together, we are invin-
cible. That is how we will pay
the greatest tribute we can to
Chris Hani freedom in South
Africa. Let Chris Hani live on
through all of us.

To the Hani family, you have
suffered a loss that no amount
of tears can replace. The ANC
and SACP have lost a giant of
struggle. But perhaps the
greatest loss is to South Africa
as a whole, now and in the fu-
ture, for our country has been
deprived of the wisdom, cour-
age and insight that was
unique to Chris Hani.

| would also like to address a
final word to Chris himself -
comrade, friend and confidant.

We worked together in the Na-
tional Executive Committee of
the ANC. We had vigorous de-
bates and an intense exchange
of ideas. You were completely
unafraid. No task was too small
for you to perform. Your ready
smile and warm friendship was
a source of strength and com-
panionship. You lived in my
home, and | loved you like the
true son you were.

In our heart, as in the heart of
all our people, you are irre-
placeable. We have been
struck a blow that wounds so
deeply that the scars will re-
main forever. You laid down
your life so that we may know
freedom. No greater sacrifice is
possible.

We lay you to rest with the
pledge that the day of freedom
you lived and died for will
dawn. We all owe you a debt
that can only be repaid through
the achievement of the libera-
tion of our people, which was
the passion of your life.

Fighter, revolutionary, soldier
for peace, we mourn deeply for
you. You will remain in our

hearts forever. Amandlal
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a Ct i V i tyby Leon Molatlhwe

he SACP Kimberley

District held numerous

programmes  during

the month of March. In
one of the programmes SACP
branches of Patrick Scheepers
and Sakki Molefein in Ritchie
embarked on a recruitment
drive programme coupled with
elections work in an area
called Riemvasmak on Satur-
day the 12th of March 2016.
This area was established al-
most six years ago and there

Revolutionary Editorial Team
Cde Dave Rolse
Cde OJ Fourie

Cde Basil Sekao

District Secretary
Deputy District Secretary

District Organiser

are still no basic services. Only
two jojo tanks are available to
provide water to the communi-
ty which are not filled regularly,
otherwise the residents have to
walk 500m to fetch water.

There are no street names and
house numbers that makes it
difficult for this community to
be accessed among others
EMS, SAPS, etc. During the
first voter registration weekend
community members had to
use addresses of relatives for

N
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registration purposes.

The branches have resolved,
despite the many challenges
facing the community, to con-
tinue working hard during the
election campaign to ensure
an ANC victory in the local
government elections that will
take place on the 3™ of August
2016.

Cde Leon Molatlhwe is a
DEC member of the SACP
Kimberley District

17 Graham Street

Kimberley District 12

Kimberley, 8301
053 831 4180

sacpkimberleydistrict@webmail.co.za



