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ADVANCE AND DEEPEN WORKING CLASS POWER AND HEGEMONY IN ALL KEY SITES OF STRUGGLE

Political Report to the 13th Congress of the South African 

Communist Party – 11 – 15 July 2012

Taking responsibility for the revolution: Advancing and deepening working 

class power in all key sites and fronts of struggle 

1. Introduction

1.1 We are meeting at this Congress exactly 5 years since our 12th Congress held in July 2007 in the 

Nelson Mandela Metro. Indeed as we open this Congress we need to say for all to hear that we 

are gathered here as South African Communist Party delegates - we are alive, we are well, we 

are militant! Everywhere across our country, in our region and in international forums our Party’s 
th

our Party and it now stands at its highest ever – at over 160 000, from 51 000 in 2007! Not only 

and it commands the respect of millions of the workers and poor of our country. Indeed we have 

these key sites of struggle. Of course we are deeply aware that communist presence does not 

we have made on the tasks we set ourselves in 2007. The SACP and its cadres are everywhere, 

in varying degrees we are in all these key sites of struggle. The key task for this Congress is 

to discuss how to improve the quality of our presence in all key terrains and fronts of struggle. 

1.3 We are also holding our 13th

in different phases of our revolution. 



13TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY 2

ADVANCE AND DEEPEN WORKING CLASS POWER AND HEGEMONY IN ALL KEY SITES OF STRUGGLE

2. The triple challenge of unemployment, poverty and inequality and the 

‘second phase of our transition’

that we anchor our struggle around tackling the triple challenge of unemployment, together 

with racialised and gendered poverty and inequality in our country. 

2.2 These three are deeply interrelated and capture the structural and systemic nature of our 

challenge. The underlying cause is colonialism of a special type and the continued reproduction 

of some of its features despite many advances made. At the heart of the triple challenges are 

the persisting class, gender and racial inequalities underlying South African society, which 

inequality. Delegates agreed that what is now required is a radical shift, a second phase in 

the ongoing transition from Colonialism of a Special Type towards a truly united, non-racial, 

the social and the economic and the ongoing necessity of transforming the state. 

nd phase of transition from 

colonialism of a special type into a non-racial, non-sexist, democratic and more egalitarian 

society is a welcome development for the SACP. At the heart of this phase of the transition 

phase of our transition.

state in economic development, incorporating strengthening the economic role of the state, 

very market and class relations themselves. 
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2.8 It also means that we must move away from an approach that limits the role of the state to 

only instances where the market fails. In any case the capitalist market will at all times fail the 

interests of the workers and the poor.

comprehensive review of macro economic policy framework and its assumptions, in order to 

ensure that it is aligned to our development goals. In particular we need a macro economic 

policy that will support our goals of industrialisation and strengthening the manufacturing sector, 

against corruption on all fronts.

working class and the poor, that are the main victims of corruption. It is they who lose out the 

most through corruption. 

And as the SACP we must set an example – we must act swiftly and decisively against any 

clear, effective strategy to deal with this.

corruption. Among other aspects, we need to strengthen awareness of the negative effects 

of corruption, ethical conduct and other aspects of a prevention strategy; capacity to detect 

corruption quickly; anti-corruption structures; and capacity to punish corruption. 

corruption and set up many, many structures. What we need is decisive action! We need to 

2.15 Among other things, the movement and government need to:

help to deter those lower in the ranks, and signal that the movement and government are not 
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corruption! We must make it painful for them!...

2.16 We don’t need more words! We need action! And as a Party of activism, as a vanguard Party, 

we as the SACP must lead!

arising out of the ANC National Policy Conference, especially the content of the second phase 

the renewal of the Alliance itself. 

3. Threats to our revolution

of narrow capital accumulation – as the principal and immediate threat to the consolidation of 

3.2 At that Special Congress we were virtually alone as the SACP in identifying this threat in the 

movement. We stood our ground such that we are indeed very pleased that as we gather 

that we defeat corruption, tenderpreneurship and the role of dirty money in our movement 

and revolution. To defeat all the regressive practices and ideologies within our ranks requires 

Congress must make in deepening the national democratic revolution in the current period.

internal leadership electoral processes to some kind of US Presidential primary elections. 

This manifests itself through, amongst others, impatience with adhering to our long-standing 

and individuals who are trying to push our movement and organisations in this direction. We 

must resist this!
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our democracy and constitution are under threat. These claims are then used to fund these 

our movement from power. Whilst not all of the NGOs are pursuing this agenda, we must 

mainstream media, that imperialism has sought to dislodge revolutionary movements from 

power.

of many of these organisations parading as custodians of our democracy and constitution. Of 

fundamental principle of our democracy, that the people shall govern!

3.6 But comrades, we must also admit that often these agendas are exploiting our own 

What therefore are the principal tasks of this 13th Congress? 

3.7 The overall task of this Congress is to decide on how to strengthen the SACP as the vanguard 

together with our Alliance partners, and all other progressive forces for change in society, 

especially those representing the mass of the workers and the poor of our country. It is the 

13th Congress.

4. The working class as the leading motive force of the national democratic 

revolution and socialism

quest for the end to its own exploitation as a precondition to end all other forms of oppression. It 
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working class struggles in Europe and other parts of the developed world where the working 

class had matured through the development of the capitalist productive forces.

are the political party of South Africa’s working class, seeking to represent the most advanced 

of the working class. We are a party for socialism and eventual communism, that is, the 

“The working class cannot play the key role by merely leading itself and sloganising about its 
historic mission. It must win popular acceptance on the ground as the most effective champion 
of the democratic aspirations of all the racially oppressed groupings. It must work with, and 
provide leadership to, our youth, women, intellectuals, small traders, peasants, the rural poor 
and — yes — even the racially-dominated black bourgeoisie, all of whom are a necessary part 
of the broad front of our liberation struggle”.

5. The Communist Party as the Vanguard Party of the Working Class

5.1

The Communist 

Manifesto:

common interests of the entire proletariat independently of all nationality. 2. In the various 

to pass through, they always and everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a 

whole”.
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5.2 Then they conclude poignantly:

“In short the Communists everywhere support every revolutionary movement against the 

the leading question in each, the property question, no matter what its degree of development 

at the time”.

organisation, and the need to take into account national conditions in each national sphere of 

“We must also ensure that the working class emerges as the politically-dominant social class 

 working class wins a place now as 

“But, it is not only to ensure a post-apartheid advance towards socialism that the role of the 

national democratic revolution, to hand over its direction to the other class forces and, in the 

“A strong trade union movement and a workers’ political vanguard such as ours are essential 

equipped organisationally and ideologically to assert its historic role. But we emphasise again 

non-racial and democratic South Africa”.

revolution. For the working class to act as the principal motive force of the national democratic 

capacity to lead other progressive motive forces in society. It is an illusion to think making 

demands rhetorically in our own ranks alone will achieve the radical shift that is now required 
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5.7 It is of utmost importance that the SACP must recruit directly from the progressive trade union 

movement and seek to engage with the working class in its own right. It is also within this 

is critical. This is a special relationship we must do all we can to defend and deepen, as it 

constitutes, especially in our conditions, a key foundation and leading axis in the struggle 

proudly claim as the direct product of decades of communist work in, and with, the trade union 

understand the elementary need to come together and defend and advance their economic 

its political and repressive apparatus is an instrument of the dominant economic classes, it is 

“Unlike a trade union, a workers’ vanguard does not, and should not, have the character 

vanguard would spell the end of revolutionary political leadership in our conditions. Equally, 

most advanced. Unlike in advanced capitalist countries, where the primary form of workers’ 

underdeveloped in many instances. Despite the fact that South Africa has the most advanced, 

industrially developed and mature of the working class on the African continent, our conditions 

have also reproduced a fractionated working class that is differentially located in the capitalist 
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SACP to ensure that these tensions and different short-term interests of the various sections 

of the working class are not allowed to descend into permanent divisions.

in which it is found, or in which it has created its own organisations. This must include co-

of other areas where the working class is found. In many ways the SACP has grown its 

work on all these fronts as part of playing its own vanguard role. In short, whilst working class 

important role to play in this regard.

6. Our Medium Term Vision: An assessment and tasks ahead

6.1 Our 12th

community, ideologically and in the international sphere.

structural unemployment and racialised poverty, and the challenges facing our movement 

we shout from the rooftops and seek to lecture to the leadership of the movement, as if we 

The state as a terrain of struggle

th

the role of the state in the national democratic revolution in general, and in the economy in 
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have taken place.

policy action plan, the New Growth Path, the NDP, notwithstanding some inadequacies – all 

represent important advances at a policy level for our overall strategic tasks of transformation. 

challenges, including the kind of state apparatuses we inherited from the fragmented apartheid 

state, particular challenges in the local state, tenderpreneurship and use of state power for 

purposes of narrow personal accumulation. Other critical challenges include the lack of skills 

role in the state.

6.7 As the SACP we have always stressed the importance of local government in advancing and 

the opportunities for mass participation in local government through ward committees and 

Congress needs to take these decisions forward.

governance system, in which national and provincial government work much closer with 

municipalities in ways that strengthen local government, not erode their powers and functions.

participation in local government generally.

service delivery protests, we feel that all three spheres of government need to work far more 

these protests.
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outside the state.

on all fronts. The fundamental challenge of our revolution in relation to the state is that 

imperialist forces whose interest is the reproduction of a neo-colonial order. It is the defeat 

the important tasks of the revolution as we gather at this 13th Congress. This is not the task 

conference later this year.

moneyed interests seeking to capture the state and the movement at any and all costs.

in the state are the very same forces that seek to capture the state for moneyed and other 

interests or have themselves developed new interests in private accumulation.

Economic Transformation

colonial growth path with many features of colonialism of a special type. For the SACP the 

struggle for socialism is a struggle for the all-round structural transformation of our society 

including the transformation of the state and the economy.
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6.15 The structural challenges of poverty, inequality and unemployment in our country largely have 

impacting upon and reinforcing the key socio-economic challenges we face in South Africa. 

6.16 Over a hundred years of skewed development have left us with a hugely challenging and 

inequality and poverty in our society – a struggle which can create the conditions for socialism.

6.17 Nevertheless these challenges must never make us lose sight of the advances we have 

them in a populist fashion for short-term political gain. The challenge of true revolutionaries is 

to address existing challenges. 

6.18 In particular, since the ANC Polokwane conference, we have seen some important policy 

a. The development of an overarching industrial policy, within the context of proposals for a new 

supports the move for the creation of, amongst other things, a state mining company 

licencing and prospecting rights are more forcefully used to leverage industrial policy and 

the mining houses do not simply over-exploit our non-renewal resources and disinvest 

Africans.
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working class for more investment in infrastructure. The key task of the working class is to 

to education for the poor. For instance, now more than 60% of our schools are no-fee 

country!

g. Government is already undertaking a review of BEE in order to ensure that it is aligned 

ensure that we deepen economic transformation. These include:

sector, through, amongst others, achieving a much greater developmental, working class 

workers to have an effective say over the investment of their pension and provident funds. 

For instance, given the trillions of rands in these funds, there is no reason why workers 

c. The SACP is also calling for the strengthening of the key parts of the state to once more 

commitment to radical socio-economic transformation and an increased role of the state.
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The workplace

movement in many sectors of our economy, especially in the services, hospitality, agriculture 

6.22 The impact of this massive restructuring of the workplace has also placed in danger the 

sector. 

6.23 The trade union federations in our country, especially our ally, COSATU, must develop a 

comprehensive campaign to strengthen the trade union movement in the workplace through, 

6.25 There is also an emerging threat for our progressive trade union movement, where there 

movement as part of capturing these unions and turning them into sweetheart unions. The 

to defend the unity and militancy of the trade union movement against all tendencies aimed at 

weakening it, including from all forms of counter-revolutionary activities directed at the trade 

union movement.
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The community

revive our campaign against corruption as a mass campaign, intensifying the struggle against 

movement, and defending the revolutionary values of our movement. The struggle against 

culture and morality is.

the workers and the poor of our country. Whilst progressive NGOs have a role to play in the 

struggle against corruption, this must nevertheless remain a mass campaign! It is through the 

in the areas of culture, performing arts and sport. It is incorrect to leave these areas to only 

we must seek to recruit more communists from the ranks of the performing arts and sport. 

communities.

The ideological struggle and the battle of ideas

of the 13th

Socialism”.
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administrative skills. The SACP must develop all-rounded cadres as a critical dimension of the 

6.32 It is the duty of the SACP, as custodians of progressive media to continue the critique of 

opposition forces to our movement and government. It is also a media that is gradually 

local media facilities.

Umsebenzi, African 

Communist and Umsebenzi-OnLine.

6.35 The task of the 13th

intensify socialist education and propaganda as well as an ongoing critique of capitalism. The 

The Crisis of Capitalism and International Solidarity

socialist forces on the African Continent. Whilst this remains a small network, it is a very vital 
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relations with the Communist Party of China to higher levels, with ever increasing exchanges 

forces in favour of imperialism. Syria is in the midst of what is essentially a civil war sponsored 

threats of isolating and attacking Iran.

in their own national realities, are grappling with the many challenges and struggles to create 

government, as ruling parties or as part of ruling coalitions. Some of the lessons out of all this 

is the importance of the presence of communists in all sites of power. Also the importance 

to current challenges without factoring necessity to deal with different challenges at different 

challenges facing communist parties in the current period. This is even more important given 

the crises that capitalism is currently in.

Socialism is the future, Build it now 

7.1 One of the most important developments since our 12th Congress was the adoption of decent 
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ANC and government. Agreement on these priorities went a long way in uniting the Alliance 

post-Polokwane around a very concrete programme of action.

7.3 Firstly

and challenges moving foward. Secondly, the SACP dare not act as spectators, outsiders 

or professional critics of government on the implementation of these priorities. Part of taking 

and the challenges of implementation. 

7.5 Thirdly, in evaluating progress it is also important to approach the policy priorities from a 

consistently class and socialist perspective. This means that our programmatic slogan, 

7.6 Fourthly

and working class participation in driving these priorities. We must seek to eliminate the 

Decent work

for the capitalists that society can come to experience decent work. It is also only under 
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democratic revolution. To narrowly focus on the struggle for decent work, outside of other 

can only degenerate into the worst forms of workerism.

the exploitation of the working class have all continued at an even greater pace. 

7.10 The SACP’s position is that the struggle for decent work must incorporate a variety of dimensions 

must involve the campaign for a living wage, a decent social wage and transformed workplaces 

free of racism, patriarchy and managerial unilateralism. The struggle for decent work must 

workplaces.

Access to, and success in, education

its curricula.

government provides a hugely important platform to radically transform the nature of education 

divorced from creating conditions for successful participation in the education system. Access 

and successful participation do not always go together. And indeed this is one of the critical 

challenges facing education in the national democratic revolution.

learning and teaching in our education institutions. There is no use in accessing educational 
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must create the conditions for our students to perform successfully in the system, this is 

parents. Another critical dimension of success is curriculum transformation so that what is 

taught in our institutions is aligned to our overall developmental agenda. In short, access to 

has a particularly important role to play in this regard.

7.15 An important and fundamental challenge in education is that of ensuring quality education 

and that our educational institutions are functional. Too many of the schools, colleges and 

of them are dysfunctional or functioning at less than optimal level. Whilst it is necessary for 

government to provide resources to address this primarily structural and historical situation, 

educational front.

platform and front for the organisation of the youth in our country. It is therefore very important 

independent organisational presence in our educational institutiions, especially in institutions 

seek to act as a force for unifying the progressive youth alliance and not allow this front 

Health Care for All 
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important that the SACP increases its capacity, from district level, to engage in this terrain in 

that the SACP engages especially with all the progressive health workers’ unions to discuss 

Congress Central Committee.

Never again should we allow denialism of any sort to take root in our movement! SACP cadres 

7.23 This is at the heart of the defence of the national democratic revolution. The SACP is proud 
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7.27 The SACP needs to play a leading role in keeping the struggle against crime and corruption 

as a mass struggle, with the people at the centre of this struggle. This Congress has a 

Land and Agrarian Transformation

people as a whole, is clearly a socialist commitment, or at the very least a foundation for 

socialist relations on land and agrarian issues.

foreign ownership of land

we have however not paid equal attention to the agrarian question and the necessity for a 

far-reaching agrarian revolution in our country in favour of the workers and the poor. This 

Congress will have to pay particular attention to this matter.

7.32 At this Congress we will have to discuss the question of agrarian transformation and lay the 

is central to addressing poverty and hunger in our country, and agricultural development 

strategy is also a critical component of an industrial policy and our overall developmental 

mechanisation and therefore expulsion of millions of agricultural workers and their families 

agricultural countryside.
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7.37 A key challenge for instance for our coastal provinces and districts is to urgently take up the 

government on this front.

with a particular focus on the productive agricultural use of this land. Our rural structures have 

a particularly important role to play in this regard.

8. The Alliance and the unity of the revolutionary forces

revolutionary forces as a whole.

partners, openness to engage and exchange of information. Unfortunately other than during 

existing Alliance programme of action. This is the key challenge moving foward.

movement is against the continuing existence of our Alliance, with a particular hatred for 
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to tenderpreneurship and other attempts to capture our movement for narrow interests of 

accumulation.

at these levels emanate from the ANC side, some of our own SACP structures are not entirely 

than insisting on the implementation of the Alliance programme of action.

has sought to foster and deepen the unity of the Alliance. So do we also note with satisfaction 

can only wish that this relationship and commitment to the Alliance and its improved working 

relationship continues and is further deepened, especially so during this next 6 months of the 

Congresses of our three allied formations. 

materially to the campaigns and activities of the SACP.

of our relations. Unfortunately the NUMSA leadership seems to have continued to raise this 

rather than improving relations amongst ourselves. We have told NUMSA in a very forthright 

manner that it is not the custodian of the decisions of the SACP, nor should it seek to act as 

such in future. As the SACP however, and as the vanguard Party of the working class, we must 

during this period moving forward. As highlighted earlier, the continuing massive capitalist 

restructuring of the workplace constitutes a serious threat to the power and organisational 

capacity of organised workers in general and COSATU in particular. Secondly, the phenomenon 

personal accumulation interests – poses a very serious threat to the unity, militancy and 
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ideological work to expose and defeat this phenomenon within the ranks of COSATU and the 

progressive trade union movement.

deepened.

8.10 The SACP, together with the ANC and COSATU, have for a while now not succeeded in 

civic and residents associations as a critical front of struggle in consolidating and deepening 

service to the people and ruthless struggle against corruption, which is tantamount to theft 

from the people.

9. Building the Capacity of the SACP as a Vanguard Party

strengthening the capacity of the SACP as a vanguard party of the working class. It is for this 

reason that our Draft Programme has devoted a whole chapter to this particular challenge.

isolate and therefore weaken us, they continually goad us to stand on our own, to move out of 

of those few parties that have continued to grow despite the collapse of the Soviet Union.

the current challenges and those that lie ahead so that our Party is up to the challenge. This 

handed compliments to the SACP whose intention is to kill us softly. For instance we must 
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movement, progressive media, and played an important role in the armed struggle and the 

at this Congress must also focus on the various fronts of struggle in which communists need to 

historical and structural contexts, or the struggles of class and other social forces. We need to 

leadership should function.

to some or other degree also apply to leadership at provincial and other levels of the SACP. 
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the increasingly important role the SACP plays in the country and internationally; the increase 

in the range and scope of the SACP’s activities in recent years; the complexities of the current 

political terrain; new challenges within the Tripartite Alliance; and the deployment of senior 

SACP leaders in government.

Yet we are party of activism! 

Communist Party!

the too few comrades, especially the General Secretary and Deputy General Secretary! Of 

the General Secretary and Deputy General Secretary are in government. But that view is 

political context we are in and the importance in general for a Communist Party to function with 

a collective leadership consistent with socialist values. 

the highest levels of leadership of the Party. The proposal to this Congress to elect two or 

three Deputy General Secretaries who will together with the General Secretary constitute a 

Secretariat is a step in the right direction. 

There are short, medium and long term aspects that we need to consider. Apart from what has 

leadership over time:
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other than those who are full-time, to do SACP work.

the working class and our people as a whole in defence of our movement and revolution. This 

the unity of our allies!

Thank you 



13TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY 

ADVANCE AND DEEPEN WORKING CLASS POWER AND HEGEMONY IN ALL KEY SITES OF STRUGGLE

Socialism and the struggle for environmental justice

1.

relationship with nature.

2.

an understanding of this fundamental truth. This understanding was rooted in an historical 

us into humans with their cultures, ideas, technologies and modes of production have a 

3.

capitalist agrarian revolution, which had led to the expropriation of peasant farmers and the 

Engels in his empirical studies on the squalid, unhealthy and polluted housing of the industrial 

a massive regression in the social and environmental conditions of the direct producers – in 

this case a new proletariat.

5.

ecological insights were not strongly developed within the mainstream socialist and communist 

societies often focused, in too one-sided way, on “catching up” with the technologies and 

output of the developed capitalist countries.

6. As a result of the relative neglect of the environmental struggle amongst the socialist left, the 

local plants. This Western “conservationism” conveniently turned reality upside-down – it was 

carried out genocidal attacks on indigenous communities and whole-sale extermination of wild-
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were then cast as “poachers” and “squatters”, while the real dispossessors and exterminators 

taken up “environmental” struggles to protect their own property values and to preserve the 

7.

faced with economic hardship following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the overnight loss 

included smaller farms, the shortening of logistics hauls through greater local marketing, 

methods, and even the reversion in many cases to the use of more soil friendly oxen as 

perspective.

8.

of capitalist mining, agricultural and industrial companies often seriously compromised the health 

anomalous and sometimes catastrophic weather events.  All parts of the world will increasingly 

other sources.

10.  Climate change is not the only dimension to the looming ecological disaster. According to 

reality. 
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11. While human societies have always impacted on the natural environment, the scale 

mode of production is unique in its systemic requirement to constantly grow and expand or 

12.

political leadership in the advanced capitalist countries and their ideologues are increasingly 

constantly hold out the utopian hope of some or other technological solution to climate change 

developing countries. Capitalism also offers other pseudo answers, market-solutions with 

continue to pollute.

13. While various “green technologies” are potentially an important part of the solution, unless 

wasteful consumption and re-direct society from commodity production and consumption to 

and environmental planning – in short a radical shift towards socialism.

SA, our apartheid colonial past and its continuing systemic legacy in the present has placed 

The historical predominance of mining in a relatively dry hinterland has set up numerous 

15.

for instance, the untreated run-offs of sewerage into critical water courses. Apartheid geography 
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emissions. Overcrowding in former reserves has produced serious environmental degradation 

and deepened poverty in these areas in which some thirty percent of South Africans still 

estates, to luxurious resorts in ecologically sensitive locations. Capital-intensive commercial 

passed the point of non-recovery.

16.

campaigning strategies that the SACP, together with all democratic and progressive forces, 

need to take up. These include:

integrated into all of our planning, policies and implementation programmes – including 

instance – to play an active role in supporting state initiatives to protect local resources.

households and communities. A greater emphasis on small-scale family and cooperative 

farms with their extensive storage, transport and corporate retail networks.

transport over private cars, and a switch from road to rail for freight transport are all 

emissions in our transport systems.
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g. The success of these environmental plans, policies and interventions, depends on 

environmental challenges as an integral part of local development. We need to massify 

many of these current programmes. There is also much greater scope for national 

struggles and a wider social transformation. 


