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AFRICAN PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY CONFERENCE,
14-16 AUGUST 2008, SOWETO, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA

In the context of fluid global developmentsand both challenges and potentialities of mass democratic
patticipatory politics in localized processes, the South African Communist Party andthe Left Party of Sweden
(Vénsterpartiet) through the Left International Forum are engaged in a collaborativeeffort tohost a Southern
African conferenceon Participatory Democracy which will be heldin Soweto, Johannesburg in South Africa

We hope toassemble an array of regional and international civil society activists, social movements, scholars

and campaigners invarious fields with social, political and gender orientation as well as representatives of rural
andindigenous movements with extensive expertise in grassroots mobilization and politics of democratic mass

patticipation. We want to focus on the experience of people’s participation, expanding the democratic space,

developingan alternative peoples economic, political, socialand cultural agenda, aswell as of alternative forms
of popular governance.

This conference is a continuation of an Intemational Conference on Participaory Democracy held in
Stockholm, Sweden, in 2004 and a Latin American Conference on Participatory Democracy held in Caracas,

Venezuela, in 2005. Documentation fromthese conferences is available at our website, www.participamos.org.

By June 2008 a conference programme will be available fordistribution on our website. For more information,
please dont hesitateto contact Mr. Mothusi Mongale, Tel +2711 3393621, Fax: +2711 339 4244, Fax +27866
179105, Mobile: +2783 2600 392, lucian@sacp.org.za, Maria.Brender@vangerpartiet.se

Signed
Dr. Blade Nzimande Eva Bjorklund
SACP General Secretary Let Party Board, in charge of intemationalrelations

SOCIALISM IS THE FUTURE - BUILD IT NOW!



