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AFRICAN PARTICIPATO RY DEMOCRACY CONFERENCE,  

14-16  AUGUST 2008, SOWETO, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 
In the context  of fluid global developments and both challenges and potentialit ies of mass democrat ic 
part icipatory polit ics in localized processes, the South African Communist  Party and the Left Party of Sweden 
(Vänsterpart iet) through the Left  Internat ional Forum are engaged in a collaborat ive effort  to host  a Southern 
African conference on Participatory Democracy which will be held in Soweto, Johannesburg in South Africa 
 
We hope to assemble an array of regional and internat ional civil society act ivists, social movements, scholars 
and campaigners in various fields with social, polit ical and gender orientat ion as well as representat ives of rural 
and indigenous movements with extensive expert ise in grassroots mobilizat ion and polit ics of democrat ic mass 
part icipat ion. We want  to focus on the experience of people’s part icipat ion, expanding the democrat ic space, 
developing an alternat ive peoples economic, polit ical, social and cultural agenda, as well as of alternat ive forms 
of popular governance.  
 
This conference is a continuat ion of an Internat ional Conference on Part icipatory Democracy held in 
Stockholm, Sweden, in 2004 and a Latin American Conference on Part icipatory Democracy held in Caracas, 
Venezuela, in 2005. Documentat ion from these conferences is available at our website, www.part icipamos.org. 
  
By June 2008 a conference programme will be available for distribution on our website. For more information, 
please don't  hesitate to contact  Mr. Mothusi Mongale, Tel +2711 339 3621, Fax: +2711 339 4244, Fax +27866 
179 105, Mobile: +2783 2600 392, lucian@sacp.org.za, Maria.Brendler@vansterpartiet .se 
 
  
Signed 
 
 
 
Dr. Blade Nzimande    Eva Björklund 
SACP General Secretary   Left   Party Board, in charge of internat ional relat ions 
 
 
 


